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PORTRAIT OF A PROPHET

WEEK ONE ................. 1 KINGS 17:1-6
WEEK TWO .............. 1 KINGS 17:7-24
WEEK THREE ......... 1 KINGS 18:16-40

WEEK FOUR .............. 1T KINGS 19:1-18




For centuries, God raised up prophets to call His people back to
covenant faithfulness. Elijah was one of the greatest of these
prophets, and his life ultimately points us to Jesus—the greater
Prophet who alone can fully restore hearts to God. Join us this
summer for Elijah: Portrait of a Prophet as we discover what it
means to trust God in hidden places, depend on His provision
in impossible moments, stand with courage in spiritual conflict,
and experience His presence in weakness and exhaustion.
Above all, we will see how the story of Elijah points us to the
gospel and to God'’s ultimate rescue through Jesus Christ.
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1KINGS 17:1-6

"Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said
to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, whom

| serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next
few years except at my word.”

2Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: 3 “Leave
here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith Ravine,
east of the Jordan. “ You will drink from the brook,
and | have directed the ravens to supply you with food
there.”

5So he did what the Lord had told him. He went to
the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, and stayed
there. ® The ravens brought him bread and meat in
the morning and bread and meat in the evening, and
he drank from the brook.

What are some of the greatest or most memorable
entrances into history that you can think of?

Wilt Chamberlain had 43 points and 28 rebounds in
his NBA debut. Cam Newton threw for 422 yards and
scored 3 touchdowns in his first NFL game.

Trevor Story, a major league baseball player, hit a
homerun in his first two at bats.

How about Kramer on Seinfeld? His entrances into
Jerry’'s apartment each episode became iconic.

The band Hootie & the Blowfish made their debut
with the album called Cracked Rear View. It is known
as one of the best selling albums of all time.

This entrance from Elijah is remarkable for a number
of reasons. First of all, he's barely introduced. We get
his name and where he is from, but we don't learn
who his father is, which would have been part of a
normal introduction. The next thing we read is Elijah



telling people that God sent him to tell them of an
impending drought that will only break at Elijah’s
word.

That's quite the introduction.

Elijah shows up and shares with the king of the
northern kingdom of Israel that life for everyone in
Israel was about to get a lot more difficult.

The kings of Israel during this time were rarely
interested in what God was trying to say to them.
They were going their own way and leading all the
people with them. God would routinely try to get their
attention by sending prophets to communicate with
them.

Normally, these prophets were ignored and eventually
punished when they got too loud. This is the kind of
treatment Elijah would immediately be facing which
is why God hid him and sustained him.

Many of us understand the concept of God sustaining
us, but probably none of us have experienced the
sustenance of God quite like Elijah. God sent ravens
with meat and bread for Elijah to eat.

Can you imagine how weird it would have been to
receive food from birds? A bird just drops a hunk of
meat in your lap and a loaf of bread next to you for
breakfast and dinner. How many times did this have
to happen to Elijah before he decided to eat the food
that was being delivered?

Elijah shows up on the scene boldly speaking truth
from a place of authority. We quickly see where his
power comes from. Verse 5 says that “he did what
the Lord told him.” That's pretty simple. Not easy
necessarily, but certainly simple.




Can you imagine what it would be like to rely so much on God to provide that
you would accept your food from ravens who were sent to bring it to you?

Do you recall a time when you were utterly dependent on God?

What is holding you back from recognizing your dependence on God today?

Do God's faithfulness and care change the way that you perceive your own
dependence?



1KINGS 17: 7 24

7Some time later the brook dried up because there
had been no rain in the land. 8 Then the word of the
Lord came to him:® “Go at once to Zarephath in

the region of Sidon and stay there. | have directed a
widow there to supply you with food.” '° So he went

to Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a
widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her
and asked, “Would you bring me a little water in a jar
so | may have a drink?” " As she was going to get it, he
called, “And bring me, please, a piece of bread.”

2¥As surely as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, ‘I
don’t have any bread—only a handful of flour in a jar
and a little olive oil in a jug. | am gathering a few sticks
to take home and make a meal for myself and my son,
that we may eat it—and die.”

® Elijah said to her, “Don’'t be afraid. Go home and do
as you have said. But first make a small loaf of bread
for me from what you have and bring it to me, and
then make something for yourself and your son. ' For
this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of
flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run
dry until the day the Lord sends rain on the land.”

> She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So
there was food every day for Elijah and for the woman
and her family. '® For the jar of flour was not used up
and the jug of oil did not run dry, in keeping with the
word of the Lord spoken by Elijah.

7 Some time later the son of the woman who owned
the house became ill. He grew worse and worse, and
finally stopped breathing. ® She said to Elijah, “What
do you have against me, man of God? Did you come
to remind me of my sin and kill my son?”

9 *Give me your son,” Elijah replied. He took him from




her arms, carried him to the upper room where he
was staying, and laid him on his bed. ?° Then he cried
out to the Lord, “Lord my God, have you brought
tragedy even on this widow | am staying with, by
causing her son to die?” 2 Then he stretched himself
out on the boy three times and cried out to the Lord,
“Lord my God, let this boy’s life return to him!”

22 The Lord heard Elijah’'s cry, and the boy’s life
returned to him, and he lived. % Elijah picked up the
child and carried him down from the room into the
house. He gave him to his mother and said, “Look,
your son is alive!”

24 Then the woman said to Elijah, “Now | know that
you are a man of God and that the word of the Lord
from your mouth is the truth.”

Have you ever heard of the 19th century science
experiment where scientists placed a frog in a pot

of boiling water and it instantly jumped out? As part
of the same study, they placed a frog in a pot of cool
water and slowly increased the temperature until the
water was boiling. In this iteration, the frog stayed in
the pot and died.

The leadership principle taken from this study over
the years is that refusing to change in order to protect
our comfort can lead to the death of our organization,
our calling, etc.

What does this have to do with Elijah? Fair question.
Elijah was sent by God to a specific place at a specific
time. What would move someone away from a place
that God had clearly brought them? What if this place
is also comfortable and all your needs are easily being
met?

“God, you called me here, so | should stay.” Often
times, we hear and obey a calling of God and then
tune Him out as if we believe that He wouldn't
change our destination once we are settled
somewhere. God can move us as He wills, and it is on
us to pay attention when He is trying to do that.



Change is something we tend avoid. However, we are
much more likely to enjoy change if the change is an
upgrade. We are less hesitant to change if we know
that it will lead to a better situation, but we want to
know if this will be the case before we committo a
change.

Can you remember the last time you were trying

to discern whether or not to make a change? What
things did you consider to help you make a decision?
How do you know if a new opportunity will be a better
situation?

Let's consider the position of the widow in this story.

We don't get to hear the commentary playing in her
mind before Elijah shows up, but we can imagine
from what she said in response to him that she was
lamenting her situation. At her stage of despair, the
last thing she needed was another mouth to feed.

If you are in need and a prophet of God shows up on
the scene, wouldn't you expect him to ease your need
not add to it? That had to be how it felt for the widow.
In her despair, more was added to her plate. At first,
this couldn’t have felt like God showing up for her.

Sometimes this is true for all of us. Our circumstances
cause us to believe that God is not for us. It

may appear that way early on because we have
expectations of how something “should” go. We want
the security of knowing the outcome, and we struggle
when our expectations are not met.

Can you imagine how it felt to be the widow? She
never got to have a pantry full of food and a fridge
full of leftovers. She only ever had just enough to
feed herself, her son, and Elijah for the day. Never any
more. It never ran out, but she never had excess.

We thrive on excess. Our fridges and freezers are
overflowing. Our cabinets are full. What would our
response be if that wasn't the case?




Could you function with just enough and no extra?

Where in your life are you just barely getting by? Where you are totally relying
on God? How does it make you feel to be in that position?

What roles are played in this story:

By God?

By Elijah?

By the widow?

What do you think caused God to hear Elijah’s cry?
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1KINGS 18:16-40 N

'6So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and

Ahab went to meet Elijah. 7 When he saw Elijah, he
said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?”

8 “| have not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied.

“But you and your father’s family have. You have
abandoned the Lord’'s commands and have followed
the Baals. ® Now summon the people from all over
Israel to meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the
four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four
hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's
table.”

20 So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and

assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. ?' Elijah
went before the people and said, “How long will you
waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God,
follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.”

But the people said nothing.

2 Then Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of

the Lord's prophets left, but Baal has four hundred
and fifty prophets. 2 Get two bulls for us. Let Baal's
prophets choose one for themselves, and let them cut
it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to
it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood
but not set fire to it. 2* Then you call on the name of
your god, and | will call on the name of the Lord. The
god who answers by fire—he is God.”

Then all the people said, “What you say is good.”

% Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of
the bulls and prepare it first, since there are so many
of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light
the fire.” 26 So they took the bull given them and
prepared it.




Then they called on the name of Baal from morning
till noon. “Baal, answer us!” they shouted. But there
was no response; no one answered. And they danced
around the altar they had made.

27 At noon Elijah began to taunt them. “Shout louder!”
he said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in
thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping
and must be awakened.” 22 So they shouted louder
and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as
was their custom, until their blood flowed. ?° Midday
passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying
until the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was
Nno response, N0 one answered, No one paid attention.

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to
me.” They came to him, and he repaired the altar of
the Lord, which had been torn down. *' Elijah took
twelve stones, one for each of the tribes descended
from Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had come,
saying, “Your name shall be Israel.” > With the stones
he built an altar in the name of the Lord, and he dug
a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs of
seed. * He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces
and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, “Fill
four large jars with water and pour it on the offering
and on the wood.”

34 “Do it again,” he said, and they did it again.

“Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the
third time. ** The water ran down around the altar and
even filled the trench.

36 At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped
forward and prayed: “Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac
and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in
Israel and that | am your servant and have done all
these things at your command. 7 Answer me, Lord,
answer me, so these people will know that you, Lord,
are God, and that you are turning their hearts back
again.”

38 Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the



sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also
licked up the water in the trench.

3% When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and
cried, “The Lord—he is God! The Lord—he is God!"

40 Then Elijah commanded them, “Seize the prophets
of Baal. Don't let anyone get away!” They seized them,
and Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon
Valley and slaughtered there.

Sitting on the fence. Having your cake and eating it
too. One foot in, one foot out. Living in two worlds.

Have you ever heard of Vincent Jackson? He was born
in Bessemer, Alabama in the 1960’s. He was a track
star in high school and a two time state champion in
the decathlon. He held state records in the high jump
and the triple jump that lasted 37 years. However,
track wasn't even his best sport. He set a national
high school record for home runs in baseball during
his senior season. After the season, he was drafted by
the New York Yankees with the 50th pick.

Vincent “Bo” Jackson didn't sign a contract with

the Yankees because he had promised his mother
he would go to college. Bo starred in both football
and baseball at Auburn University. He was the first
overall pick in the 1986 NFL draft by the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers, but he never played for them. Instead,
he chose to play baseball for the Kansas City Royals.
When he was drafted again in the 1987 NFL draft, this
time by the LA Raiders, they signed him to a contract
that allowed him to play the whole baseball season
and play football afterwards.

Bo Jackson was the star of one of the most famous ad
campaigns of all time: “Bo Knows.”

He set a single game rushing record for the Raiders.
He was selected for the MLB All Star game and was

voted the MVP of the game. He made iconic plays in
football and baseball at the professional level. Then,

both careers were cut short by a catastrophic injury
during the football season.




What would have happened if Bo would have chosen
to focus on one sport in the pros? Did trying to live in
two worlds limit who he could be?

God warned the Israelites as they were entering the
Promised Land that if they lived like the people of the
land, they would be punished for their disobedience.

The Israelites fell into the allure of the sinful pagan
lifestyle while trying to hold onto the promise of the
Father. They didn't believe that pursuing the one
disqualified them from the other.

Throughout their history, Israel continually chose
disobedience and moved further away from God, but
God never abandoned them.

The Israelites were choosing between God, the
Almighty Creator, and something that is as far away
from Him as you can imagine. Our choices might not
feel as diametrically opposed as that, but the reality is
that anything that isn't following Jesus makes us His
enemy.

The battle that ensues on Mt. Carmel is a battle
between enemies of God and God himself. That battle
doesn’t go well for the enemies of God.

Read through the passage again and pay attention
to Elijah’s confidence in God. He was so confident in
God, that he is just mocking all of the false prophets.
He believed wholeheartedly that God would show up.
How does he know that? Because he has seen God
show up in the past.



Where do you have one foot in the world and one foot in the kingdom? What
would move you to be “all in” on one or the other?

What's one faithful step that you can take towards being “all in” for the
kingdom?

When you read “enemies of God” who do you picture? Do you see yourself?

Where have you seen God show up in your life in the past? Where do you see
Him in your life now?



1KINGS 19:1.18

"Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done
and how he had killed all the prophets with the
sword. 2 So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say,
“May the gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if
by this time tomorrow | do not make your life like that
of one of them.”

3 Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came
to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant there,
“while he himself went a day’s journey into the
wilderness. He came to a broom bush, sat down
under it and prayed that he might die. “| have had
enough, Lord,” he said. “Take my life; | am no better
than my ancestors.” * Then he lay down under the
bush and fell asleep.

All at once an angel touched him and said, “Get up
and eat." ® He looked around, and there by his head
was some bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of
water. He ate and drank and then lay down again.

”The angel of the Lord came back a second time and
touched him and said, “Get up and eat, for the journey
is too much for you.” 8 So he got up and ate and drank.
Strengthened by that food, he traveled forty days and
forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of
God. °? There he went into a cave and spent the night.

And the word of the Lord came to him: “What are you
doing here, Elijah?”

° He replied, “l have been very zealous for the Lord
God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your
covenant, torn down your altars, and put your
prophets to death with the sword. | am the only one
left, and now they are trying to Kill me too."



"The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain
in the presence of the Lord, for the Lord is about to
pass by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore the
mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the
Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind
there was an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake. ? After the earthquake came a fire, but
the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire came a
gentle whisper.

*When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his
face and went out and stood at the mouth of the
cave.

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?”

“He replied, “l have been very zealous for the Lord
God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your
covenant, torn down your altars, and put your
prophets to death with the sword. | am the only one
left, and now they are trying to Kill me too."

>The Lord said to him, “Go back the way you came,
and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get
there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. ¢ Also, anoint
Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha
son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you
as prophet. " Jehu will put to death any who escape
the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any
who escape the sword of Jehu. ® Yet | reserve seven
thousand in Israel—all whose knees have not bowed
down to Baal and whose mouths have not kissed
him.”

A young man was driving home from college. As
the sun went down, it started to rain, and he started
to get tired. Eventually, the young man fell asleep
at the wheel and ran off the road and down a steep
embankment.

He was in a pretty lonely stretch of road, and his car
ended up far enough off the road that you couldn’t
see it just driving by. When the young man came to,




he realized he couldn’t get out of the car on his own.
His leg was pinned and based on the pain he was
feeling, potentially broken.

He heard someone above him. An older gentleman
was calling out, and the young man started yelling for
help. The terrain was steep, but the man slowly made
his way to the car. He worked to get the boy out of the
car without causing him too much pain.

After some time, the man got him out of the car and
to the top of the embankment, talking with him the

whole way. He gently laid him on the shoulder of the
road and stayed with him, keeping him awake until a
car came along.

The car that pulled up was a sheriff's deputy. He saw
the young man laying on the side of the road and
stopped. The deputy asked the boy what was going
on, and as he did, he noticed his injuries.

The young man explained that he had fallen asleep

at the wheel and his car had gone off the road. The
deputy stood up and finally saw the car 150 feet down
a steep hill. There is no way he would have noticed the
car if the boy hadn’t been on the side of the road.

The deputy asked the young man how he had
climbed up the embankment. He said he hadn't, but
the man who was with him when the deputy pulled
up had carried him. The deputy said there wasn't
anyone else around, and they were miles from any
homes.

Stories like this happen all the time. Unexplainable
encounters when someone in a difficult position was
helped or saved by an angel.

Elijah was in the darkest place of his life. Exhausted
from battling the prophets of Baal and scared that his
life was now in danger, he was ready to be done with
all of it.

God wasn't done with Elijah yet, so He sent an angel



to encourage Elijah to eat and rest.

This story is so powerful because it is another example
of what God does when we can't do anything for
ourselves.

Elijah wasn't in a good place. God went to him, gave
him what he didn't know he needed, and allowed him
rest, peace, and space from what was overwhelming
him.

Then, when he was ready, God told him what to do
next.

God didn't chastise him for not being in a good place.
He didn't abandon him. He loved him.

What God does next is wild. He tells Elijah that He
needs him to disciple someone. Is that what you
expected?

God will always use our experiences to further His
Kingdom. Sometimes the hard things we experience
become a testimony for others who are struggling.
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God tells Elijah to go back where he came from (1 Kings 19:15). When God
redirects you, how do you respond?

What is your response when you are overwhelmed with life? Do you complain to
those around you about how bad things are? Do you isolate and try to stay away
from everyone and everything? What encourages you to bounce back?

What do you need from God in the moments you are struggling? Do you look to
God when you are at your worst?

A.W. Tozer once said: "What comes into your mind when you think about God is
the most important thing about you." What do you think came to Elijah's mind?
What comes into your mind?






